
 

Introducing Our Teaching Staff for 2023 
 

Leadership Team 
Tracy Egan Principal tegan4@eq.edu.au 

 

Tracy is delighted to be the Principal of Mango Hill SS. With 30 years’ experience as a Lead Principal, 
Deputy Principal, Head of Curriculum, Education Advisor, Internal School Reviewer and classroom 
teacher in various schools across the state, she brings a wealth of experience to the role. Tracy was 
appointed foundation Principal of Mango Hill State School in 2011 and worked with the community 
to develop the vision and values that ensure every student succeeds in a safe and supportive 
learning environment. Tracy is deeply committed to the development and achievement of high 
standards in academic and social learning and valuing the diversity of families in our school 
community. She recognises that school plays a significant role in the lives of children as they grow 
and develop. As a mother of three children herself, she understands the importance of productive 
partnerships between families and school and works to build positive relationships with parents 
and carers. Tracy is determined to ensure every child achieves to their potential. 

Ben Mills Deputy Principal – Year 6 bxmil3@eq.edu.au 

 

Ben has been a part of Mango Hill State School Staff since 2016. In that time, he has been a 
classroom teacher, STEM specialist teacher, Head of Curriculum for STEM and Deputy Principal. Ben 
is excited to be Deputy Principal for Year 6 this year and continuing to build strong connections with 
the students and their families in this cohort. Ben is passionate about preparing students for the 
future and engaging them through collaborative and innovative learning opportunities. He is excited 
to continue being a part of the learning journey with the Year 6 students. 
 
 
 

Martin Winney  Deputy Principal – Year 5 mwinn7@eq.edu.au 

 

Martin is proud to be the Deputy Principal for Year 5 at Mango Hill State School. Martin joined 
Mango Hill after 10 years’ experience as a Head of Learning Culture, Humanities and English 
Departments within numerous north coast region secondary schools. At Mango Hill, Martin is 
passionate about implementing quality STEM curriculum that provides students the opportunity to 
investigate real-world problems that develop the skills they need to engage in the 21st Century. 
Martin is also deeply committed to ensuring student learning outcomes are achieved through the 
continual improvement of teacher pedagogy and practice. 



Danielle O’Brien Deputy Principal – Year 4 dxobr0@eq.edu.au 

 

Danielle is excited to begin her new role in 2023, as Deputy Principal of Year 4 at Mango Hill State 
School. Since joining Team Mango in 2019, Danielle has worked as a classroom teacher, Pedagogy 
Coach and Head of Department Curriculum. With experience in both early and upper year levels, 
she is looking forward to continuing to collaborate with staff, students and parents to inspire 
minds, create opportunities and provide an education required for students to reach their highest 
potential.  
 

Ellaine Warner Deputy Principal – Year 3 ewarn23@eq.edu.au 

 

Ellaine is excited to be Deputy Principal of Year 3 at Mango Hill State School in 2023, rolling up with 
our 2022 Year 2 students.  Ellaine joined Team Mango in 2014 as Guidance Officer before moving 
into the Deputy Principal role in 2018. Ellaine is deeply committed to creating and maintaining 
inclusive learning environments and practices in our school, fostering optimal learning and 
wellbeing outcomes for all our students. Ellaine has a lifelong love for learning and believes in its 
power and positive impact on individual lives and our community. Ellaine is dedicated to  
partnerships with our community and collaboration with parents and teachers. In her career with 
Education Queensland, she has worked as a Classroom Teacher, Support Teacher (Literacy and 
Numeracy), Guidance Officer and Deputy Principal.   

Kylie Vaughan Deputy Principal – Year 2 kvaug3@eq.edu.au 

 

Kylie has worked in education for over fifteen years with her experience as a classroom teacher 
being exclusively in the Early Years working in Prep to Year Three classrooms.  She has been at 
Mango Hill since the time the school opened and has worked as a classroom teacher, a Head of 
Department and more recently as Deputy Principal in Year 1.  Kylie is excited to be rolling up with 
her Year 1s from 2022 as their Deputy Principal for Year 2. She finds working with young children 
in their first years of school to be very rewarding and is dedicated to getting the best possible 
outcomes for the children in her care.  Kylie feels a strong connection to the school and the 
community having watched it grow from the ground up.   
 

Melinda White Deputy Principal – Year 1 mwhit37@eq.edu.au 

 

Melinda joined the Team Mango community in 2019 as Deputy Principal for Prep, and for the past 
four years, has welcomed families and new Preps to Mango Hill State School.  In 2023, she is 
excited to be moving with her current Prep cohort of students and families, to Year 
1.  Throughout her career thus far, she has worked as classroom teacher, literacy consultant, 
Head of Campus at a small school of distance education and, for the past 12 years, as a Deputy 
Principal in the Early Years.  She has a particular passion for building positive partnerships with 
families and working together to ensure students work to their true potential. “Getting the basics 
right” is her personal motto, and she is highly committed to working with teachers to ensure 
students are engaged, with the explicit teaching of literacy and numeracy skills of paramount 
importance. In her “spare time”, she is a mum to two children and you’ll most probably find her at 
a park somewhere most weekends, with the kids and their Labrador, Molly. 

Michelle Alcorn Deputy Principal – Prep  maclo14@eq.edu.au 

 

Michelle Alcorn is exceptionally excited to continue at Mango Hill State School as the Deputy 
Principal in for Prep in 2023. Over the past 16 years Michelle has worked in the role of classroom 
teacher, Pedagogy Coach, Head of Curriculum and Deputy Principal. She has a Diploma in Early 
Childhood and a Bachelor in Primary Education. Michelle’s passion for education is radiated through 
her love for learning and connectedness to the school community. She works collaboratively with 
parents and educators to strive for excellence in education and shares the vision of all students 
being successful, life-long learners. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Suzette Holm  Head of Curriculum  shol0@eq.edu.au 

 

Suzette is excited to continue working as part of the Leadership team and within the Hub, where 
she can share her love of books with all of our eager readers at Mango Hill State School. Suzette 
has worked in education for more than 30 years in various schools and locations. She has been at 
Mango Hill since the opening and has worked hard to ensure that the school’s curriculum program 
and the resources available in the Hub provide a range of rich learning opportunities for all 
students. She is particularly enthusiastic about reading and writing and loves the challenge of 
working with teachers and students to continually improve in these areas. When she is not reading, 
Suzette loves walking on the beach, camping and shopping for new books for the Hub!   
 
 

Jessica Rivett Head of Curriculum  jxqui5@eq.edu.au 

 

Jessica is excited to be returning to Mango Hill SS after being on Maternity Leave with her first 
child.  She was delighted when appointed Head of Curriculum in 2019 and was excited to return 
to her role recently. She continues to display her commitment and passion for curriculum through 
developing innovative practices and collaborating with staff, students and parents to create 
positive learning experiences in STEM. Jessica is passionate about delivering learning experiences, 
which excite and engage the students in her classes.   

Emma Crawshaw Guidance Officer ewils209@eq.edu.au 

  

Emma is excited to be the Guidance Officer at Mango Hill State School. Emma comes from a 
classroom teaching background and graduated from a Masters of Guidance and Counselling from 
James Cook University in 2014. Emma is committed to supporting the social and emotional needs 
of students and families. She enjoys working with families, staff, and outside agencies to ensure 
students are supported in a way that helps them achieve to the best of their ability. Emma is 
inspired to work within a school community that values the part that social and emotional wellbeing 
plays in effective learning. 
 
 
 

Jayne Clark Business Manager jclar489@eq.edu.au 

  

Jayne has been working with the Department of Education for 15 years in both primary and high 
schools and joined the Mango Hill SS team in Semester 2, 2021. She supports the Senior Leadership 
team, enabling them to concentrate on delivering the best curriculum opportunities for our 
students. She manages the ever growing facilities of Mango Hill to ensure they are maintained at a 
very high standard. Jayne is excited to get to know the students, families, staff and wider 
community and ways she can best support them and their Mango Hill experience to be a positive 
one. Building capability and ongoing learning for all support staff is a priority for Jayne with the 
focus of embedding our core values, Excellence, Respect, Innovation, Teamwork and Commitment 
into their work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Prep Team 
Debra Browning Prep B dmbro2@eq.edu.au 

 

Debra is delighted to be starting her fifth year at Mango Hill State School teaching in prep. She is a 
qualified Primary educator having graduating from Australian Catholic University with an Early 
Childhood and Primary Bachelor of Education in 2014. Debra works to create a classroom 
atmosphere that is stimulating, encouraging, and adaptive to the varied needs of her students. 
She has a love of lifelong learning and she encourages all the children she teaches to have this 
love of learning as well.  
 
 
 
 

Jo Bulger Prep J jbulg2@eq.edu.au 

 

Jo is very excited to be teaching prep again this year. She believes positive experiences in the 
early years lays the foundation for a love of life-long learning. Jo completed her Bachelor Teaching 
(Early Childhood) and Bachelor Education (Early Childhood) at University of New England and has 
worked as a principal and in Early Years classrooms for many years. Jo encourages the children to 
become problem solvers and loves seeing her students hit those light bulb moments in learning. 
Jo really values partnerships between the teacher and families and looks forward to an exciting 
fun filled year. 
 
 
 
 

Alyssa Lahey Prep L alahe10@eq.edu.au 

 

Alyssa is thrilled to begin her teaching career at Mango Hill State School in 2023! Alyssa has 
recently finished her bachelor in primary education at Australian Catholic University, where she 
minored in inclusive education. Her passion is creating an inclusive, nurturing, and supportive 
learning environment, where all students thrive. She values the development of meaningful 
relationships with students and families. Alyssa believes in having clear, open lines of 
communication between school and home to ensure the best outcomes for her students. Alyssa is 
looking forward to engaging with the Mango Hill school community in 2023! 
 

Nicole Batterbee Prep N- Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nhohn7@eq.edu.au 

 

Nicole is excited to be teaching Prep again in 2023. She joined Mango Hill State School in 2017 
and has been working as a teacher with Education Queensland for over 10 years, working in 
schools in both Brisbane and Central Queensland. She has taught various year levels during this 
time however is most passionate about working in Early Years classrooms. She thoroughly enjoys 
engaging, challenging and promoting a love of learning with all students and helping them achieve 
their full potential.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jess Palmer Prep N- Tuesday jdred6@eq.edu.au 

 

Jessica Palmer is very excited to officially join the Prep team at Mango Hill State School after being 
a regular relief teacher in the school community in 2022. Jessica has over 10 years of experience 
teaching for Education Queensland in Early Years classrooms within the Brisbane region. She 
believes the key to a successful start to schooling is a positive and caring relationship between 
teacher and child and a strong partnership with families.  Jessica aspires to create a classroom 
atmosphere where children feel connected, develop a love of learning and thrive. She is looking 
forward to meeting all the students of Prep N and their families, and working alongside Mrs 
Batterbee in a fun filled year ahead. 
 
 
 

Kristen Roberts Prep R krobe408@eq.edu.au 

  

Kristen is looking forward to teaching prep during her fourth year of teaching at Mango Hill State 
School. During her time at Mango Hill, Kristen has taught STEM in P-6 and Year 5 REACH. Kristen is 
especially enthusiastic to be moving back to early years education. She completed her Bachelor of 
Education at Queensland University of Technology, specialising in inclusive education. Kristen is 
passionate about all children achieving their potential and working closely with families to help 
students succeed. 
 
 
 

Brendan Shields  Prep S bshie14@eq.edu.au 

 

Brendan is looking forward to another exciting year working with students and colleagues in the 
Prep year level.  He completed his Bachelor of Education Degree (in Early Childhood) at 
Queensland University of Technology and has over twenty years of teaching experience.  Brendan 
has taught in both Australia and the United Kingdom, with most of his teaching experience being 
in Prep and the Early Years.  Brendan thoroughly enjoys working with students in their first year of 
school; guiding them as they explore, make discoveries, demonstrate creativity and investigate 
new concepts.   

 
 
 

Tiffany Street Prep T – Monday to Thursday tstre34@eq.edu.au 

 

Tiffany is excited to be teaching at Mango Hill State School in 2023. She completed her Bachelor 
of Education (Early Childhood & Primary) at Queensland University of Technology in 2005. Tiffany 
has been employed by Education Queensland for 15 years and has taught Prep for 9 years. She 
has a passion for teaching in the early years and is excited to meet the new Mango Hill State 
School students. 
 
 

Teresa Messer Prep T – Friday tmess18@eq.edu.au 

 

Teresa has been a part of the Mango Hill State School community since 2015 and working with 
Education Queensland as a teacher for over 10 years. She has enjoyed a range of teaching roles in 
her time as an educator, however particularly enjoys working in the Early Years sector. Teresa is 
passionate about supporting every child to unlock their passion for learning through her inclusive 
teaching practices and by creating an engaging classroom environment. She believes with a strong 
family connection; each child will feel supported through their learning journey.  
 
A quote that inspires Teresa’s teaching – Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve 
me and I learn. ~Benjamin Franklin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gerda Viljoen Prep V  gvilj0@eq.edu.au 

 

Gerda is very excited and thankful to be a part of Team Mango. She is an experienced, dedicated 
and student focused educator with over twenty years of experience in the primary classroom. She 
is very passionate about facilitating student-centred learning experiences and fostering a lifelong 
love of learning. She enjoys helping students' meet their unique interests and ability levels while 
having fun in the classroom! 
 
 
 

Sarah Watson Prep W slwat0@eq.edu.au 

 

Sarah has been part of the teaching team at Mango Hill SS for six years and is part of the 
awesome Prep teaching team. She has experience teaching across all primary ages and has made 
the junior year levels her specialty. Sarah has strengths in language and literacy development and 
identifying next steps for learning. Every year she looks forward to explicitly teaching foundation 
concepts and providing engaging learning activities that are fun and effective. To see small minds 
grow and flourish is so rewarding. 
Sarah and her husband have three delightful boys of their own and enjoy experiences with them 
including fishing, biking, skating, kayaking, rugby and camping. To relax from her busy schedule, 
she enjoys the outdoors and gardening. 
 

Elissa Chambers  Prep ILT echam25@eq.edu.au 

 

Elissa is looking forward to teaching within the outstanding Inclusive Learning Team again this 
year. She is a qualified Primary educator after graduating from Griffith University with a Graduate 
Diploma in Primary Education.  With more than ten years teaching experience, Elissa is passionate 
about providing meaningful learning experiences, challenging students to be deep thinkers and 
giving them plenty of opportunities to shine. She is keen to work collaboratively with other staff, 
students and families to provide quality opportunities and to achieve the best possible outcomes 
for students. 
 
 

  

Year One Team 

Miranda Franklin  1F mxfra2@eq.edu.au 

 

2023 will be Miranda’s second year at Mango Hill State School.  She has been teaching in the local 
area for the last ten years and enjoys being a part of the Mango Hill community.  Miranda 
completed her Bachelor of Creative Industries and Graduate Diploma of Education (Early Years) at 
Queensland University of Technology.  She has a passion for teaching children in the early years 
and strives to create learning environments that are safe, supportive and structured.   
 

April Jerrard 1J ajerr10@eq.edu.au 

 

April is excited to be part of the Year 1 teaching team at Mango Hill State School in 2023. She is 
grateful for the opportunity to be part of a supportive and encouraging school community. April is 
passionate about providing a safe and inclusive learning environment for all students and is 
committed to building strong relationships with students and families.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Amanda Kunne 1K axkun0@eq.edu.au 

 

Amanda is delighted to be in the Year 1 team at Mango Hill in 2023. Having completed a Bachelor 
of Education (Primary) at QUT, she has worked in a variety of roles within the Primary years. 
Amanda has a passion for the Early Years and is focused on helping children to become confident 
life-long learners.  Amanda is looking forward to sharing her enthusiasm and love for learning 
with her students and their families. 

 
 
 
 
 

Morgan Sheehan 1M- Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday  mshee72@eq.edu.au 

  

Morgan is looking forward to her fourth year of teaching at Mango Hill. She graduated from a 
Masters of Teaching (Primary) in 2019, after completing a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Dance) in 2017. 
Morgan enjoys creating an inclusive, engaging classroom environment and is committed to 
building and maintaining a supportive and safe learning environment where all students are set 

up for success to achieve their best outcome.  

Courtney Evans 1M- Wednesday and Year 1 ILT- Thursday and Friday  caeva1@eq.edu.au 

 

Courtney is delighted to continue being a part of the Grade One team at Mango Hill State School 
in both the classroom and also in an ILT role in 2023. With over 15 years of teaching in 
Melbourne, she has experience in educating across most year levels. Courtney has a strong belief 
that with support, encouragement and the right growth mindset, students can and will achieve 
their full potential. She endeavours to build positive home/school relationships with all of her 
students and their families. In her free time, Courtney enjoys spending time with her husband and 
two children exploring the beautiful Sunshine State. 
 
 
 

Rebekah Orole 1O rstou4@eq.edu.au 

 

Rebekah is looking forward to another year of teaching at Mango Hill State School. She completed 
her Bachelor of Primary and Middle Schooling at the University of Southern Queensland with a 
major in Expressive Arts. Throughout her years of teaching, Rebekah has taught a range of year 
levels with her most recent years being in the early years. The joy of seeing students develop and 
grow in confidence through quality learning experiences, is truly the essence that makes her 
career as an educator, so rewarding.  
 

 

 

Karen Reimers 1R kreim4@eq.edu.au 

 

Karen is thrilled to be given the opportunity to work within the Year 1 team again in 2023. Karen 
has a lifelong love of learning, enabling her to continually improve her pedagogy and practice, 
allowing her to strive for the best possible outcomes for her students. She is committed to ensuring 
every child achieves to their fullest potential. Karen is particularly interested in teaching students 
to grow in emotional intelligence and independence, and building positive home/school 
partnerships through clear, open and regular lines of communication. In her downtime, Karen 
enjoys reading, hiking, bike riding, watching the sun rise and sun set and eating chocolate! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reena Singh 1S rsing94@eq.edu.au 

  

Reena is looking forward to her third year at Mango Hill State School working with Year 1 
colleagues, students and their families. She has a Bachelor of Education from the University of the 
South Pacific and a Postgraduate Diploma in Education from the Queensland University of 
Technology and has been teaching for over 16 years. She has a passion for teaching Early Years 
and has successfully performed her role as a Prep and Year 1 teacher. She endeavours to 
individualise learning for her students by supporting their social, emotional and academic well-
being through an inclusive, supportive and safe setting. Reena values parent support and strong 
partnership in providing children with valuable learning environments. 

Hannah Waterworth 1W hwate51@eq.edu.au 

 

Hannah joined the Mango Hill State School team in 2022 and is delighted to continue working 
with the Year 1 colleagues, students and their families in 2023. She completed a Bachelor of 
Education (Primary) at Australian Catholic University. Hannah is passionate about celebrating 
success within the classroom and believes all students are capable of reaching their own 
potential. She values the development of strong positive relationships with students and families. 
Hannah is looking forward to engaging with the Mango Hill school community in 2023. 

 

Daneka Walters Year 1 ILT- Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday dwalt75@eq.edu.au 

 

Daneka started her teaching journey in Townsville in 2011 and moved to Brisbane in 2020. This is 
Daneka’s third year at Mango Hill State School and she is excited to be working in the Inclusive 
Learning Team again this year. She loves working in a team collaboratively with staff, students and 
families so each student can reach their potential and to facilitate a love of learning. Daneka looks 
forward to a year of learning, exploration, laughter and new adventures. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Year Two Team 
 
 

Jade Bastain 1/2B jxbas1@eq.edu.au 

 

Jade joined the Mango Hill SS team in 2021 and is excited to continue working with the Mango Hill 
staff, students and families. She is passionate about creating a safe and supportive classroom 
environment where all students are able to succeed. Jade enjoys building strong relationships with 
her students and families. She understands the value of bringing fun and creativity into the learning 
process, to help build students’ confidence. Jade is delighted to continue working with such a 
wonderful, supportive school community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jasmin Corney 2C jcorn129@eq.edu.au 

 

Jasmin is looking forward to beginning her teaching journey and to be joining the Year 2 team at 
Mango Hill State School in 2023. She has recently graduated with a Masters of Primary Education 
at Griffith University in 2022. Prior to her Master’s degree she completed a Bachelor's degree in 
Criminology and Criminal Justice at Griffith University. Jasmin is committed to creating a supportive, 
inclusive, and collaborative learning environment, where all students can reach their full potential. 
She is passionate in building a strong rapport with students and parents to help students succeed 

academically, emotionally, and socially. 
 
 
 

Lizzie Hartmann 2H lhart166@eq.edu.au 

 

Lizzie is excited to be on Year 2 again in 2023. This is her seventh year of teaching having taught in 
Brisbane and North Queensland. Lizzie believes in creating an inclusive classroom environment 
that prioritises the students’ social and emotional wellbeing. She is a caring and passionate 
teacher, who builds strong relationships with students and parents/caregivers. Lizzie loves seeing 
her students succeed and meet their goals 

Kelly Ihde 2I kihde0@eq.edu.au 

 

Kelly is very excited to be starting her third year of teaching at Mango Hill State School in 2023. 
After spending two years teaching Year 5, she is very excited to be starting on Year 2 in 2023. She 
graduated from the Queensland University of Technology in 2020 with a Bachelor of Education 
(Primary). Kelly prides herself on creating an inclusive and safe classroom environment that 
supports all students in becoming successful learners for life. She is passionate about children’s 
mental health and helping them to believe in themselves, promoting a growth mindset so they 
know they can achieve anything and everything.  
 
 
 

Chloe Langham 2L cleut5@eq.edu.au 

 

Chloe is looking forward to her third year teaching at Mango Hill State School. It is her passion to 
work with and support children to achieve their goals and full potential. As a teacher, she believes 
in creating a safe and supportive learning environment where students feel comfortable to take 
risks and to achieve their best. In her downtime, Chloe enjoys spending time with her two sons and 
husband at the beach or outside. She is very excited to continue her teaching journey at Mango Hill 
SS, and is looking forward to building relationships with all her students in 2023. 
 
 
 

Darlene McColl 2M – Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday drmcc0@eq.edu.au 

 

After working in the early childhood sector for over 16 years, Darlene graduated from QUT with a 
Bachelor of Education in Early Childhood in 2013. Darlene joined Mango Hill State School in 2014 
and since then has worked in a partnership teaching role in early years classrooms. Darlene loves 
working with children in their first years of schooling, creating diverse and engaging lessons 
where children get to unpack the curriculum content and learn from real life situations. Darlene is 
passionate about ensuring all children reach for their true potential and works hard to ensure this 
occurs for each child in her class. Darlene is proud to be a part of the school community at Mango 
Hill State School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nlham2@eq.edu.au


Claire Morrell 2M – Tuesday clmor0@eq.edu.au 

 

Claire has been in her role as a Music and Performing Arts Teacher at Mango Hill State School since 
2019. Alongside this she has also been a Class Teacher and is excited to be continuing these roles 
in 2023. She completed her Bachelor of Arts and two teaching qualifications in the UK and has 
taught for 20 years in a number of schools. She gained wider experience as a Manager of School 
Coding Camps and as an Education Consultant.  She has a breadth of experience across the age 
range and enjoys spending each day making a difference to our young people 
 
 

Sally O’Keefe 2O seoke0@eq.edu.au 

 

Sally is beyond excited to be teaching Year 2 for another year at Mango Hill State School. This will 
be her fifth-year teaching at Mango Hill State School and she is looking forward to another year 
working with the Mango Hill staff, students and community. Sally graduated from Queensland 
University of Technology with a Bachelor of Education (Primary).  
 
Sally has a strong passion for students recognising their own successes and celebrating each 
student’s achievements. She enjoys watching the students develop socially and academically 
throughout the year. Sally shows her love and passion for learning through interactive, engaging, 
hands-on and age-appropriate lessons which maximise student engagement within her 
classroom. Sally is delighted to be working with such an amazing, supportive school community.  

Shaun Pollock  2P spoll77@eq.edu.au sbrig8@eq.edu.au 

 

Shaun is excited to be joining the Year 2 team for 2023. Originally from New Zealand, Shaun moved 
to Australia in 2008 where he now calls Brisbane home. Shaun graduated from the Australian 
Catholic University with a Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood and Primary) in 2020. Shaun has 
a passion for education in the early years and enjoys helping children reach their full potential. 
Shaun strives to instil a love for learning within his students in the hope they become life-long 
learners. Shaun believes in creating a collaborative, safe and supportive learning environment that 
will holistically support his students to achieve learning goals and experience academic success. 
 
 
 

Sharna Reade 2R sread46@eq.edu.au 

 

Sharna is delighted to be teaching at Mango Hill again in 2023! She is enthusiastic about providing 
students with engaging hands-on and collaborative learning experiences that enrich and deepen 
understanding across learning areas. She prides herself on creating a positive and supportive 
classroom environment where students feel safe and happy, and can achieve their goals!  
 
 
 
 
 

Samantha Wray  2W sjwra0@eq.edu.au 

 

Samantha is excited to join the Mango Hill State School teaching team in 2023. Having recently 
moved from Melbourne where she studied a Master of Teaching (Primary), Samantha is entering 
her fourth year of teaching. Samantha is passionate about teaching and learning in the early years 
and has a keen interest in the development of the whole child – academically, physically, socially 
and emotionally. She works hard to create an inclusive and supportive learning environment 
where students feel safe to take risks and achieve their goals. Samantha is committed to building 
strong, collaborative relationships with her students, families and the Mango Hill community. 

 

 

 

 



Kerrie-Ann Wood  Year 2 ILT kwood109@eq.edu.au 

 

Kerrie-Ann is an Experienced Senior Teacher who is excited to be entering her eighth year at Mango 
Hill SS as an Inclusive Learning Teacher.  Kerrie-Ann has taught Prep - Year 7 in a number of schools 
across Queensland before moving into an Inclusive Education role. With over twenty years of 
teaching experience with Education Queensland, she is passionate about inclusive education and is 
committed to working alongside families and teachers to create an inclusive and supportive 
environment that meets the individual needs of all students.  

  

Year Three Team 

Gin Balfe 3B pxtec0@wq.edu.au 

 

Gin is excited to be teaching Year 3 at Mango Hill in 2023. Over the past few years of her teaching 
career, she feels lucky to be working with such supportive teaching staff and parents. Gin is 
excited to get to know her new students and encourage them to learn and grow in a safe and 
supportive environment. She looks forward to continuing her teaching journey and feels proud to 
be a part of the Mango Hill community.   

 
 
 
 

Carolyn Jayawardhana 2J cjaya5@eq.edu.au 

 

Carolyn is excited to be teaching with the Year 3 team in 2023 at Mango Hill State School. 
She graduated Queensland University of Technology with a Bachelor of Education Early 
Childhood. Carolyn is an experienced senior teacher with over 20 years teaching experience. 
Carolyn is a creative, caring, organised teacher who is passionate about making a difference in the 
lives of her students. She believes building relationships with students and families is essential, 
and truly believes every student can achieve their best and feel valued in her classroom. 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin Wong 3J jewon0@eq.edu.au 

 

Justin is very excited about commencing his third year at Mango Hill with Year 3. He has spent the 
majority of his teaching career in the Torres Strait, New Zealand, Darling Downs and the Moreton 
Bay Region.  Justin values culture diversity and is committed to developing positive relationships 
with students, families and his colleagues based on mutual trust and respect.  Justin believes 
every student can experience academic success at school.  He endeavors to create a safe and 
supportive classroom underpinned by evidence-based practices that improve student 
performance, deliver authentic curriculum and manage student behavior in a positive and 
professional way. Justin encourages students to take risks with their education by stepping out of 
their comfort zone to problem solve and think critically about their learning.  Justin is very 
passionate about the Collingwood Magpies AFL football team 

Marissa Krosman 3K- Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday mkros4@eq.edu.au 

 

Marissa is entering her thirtheenth year of teaching with Education Queensland. She has been 
teaching at Mango Hill State School since 2020 and she is excited to be teaching Year 3. Marissa is 
looking forward to building and fostering positive relationships with students, staff and the wider 
community. She has a passion for teaching and strives to implement learning experiences that are 
highly engaging. Marissa has high expectations of all students and she endeavours to create a 
safe, positive and supportive learning environment that enables all students to achieve. 
 
 
 
 
 



Kelly Linanne  3K- Wednesday and Year 3 ILT- Tuesday ktayl294@eq.edu.au 

 

In 2023, Kelly is delighted to be joining the Year 3 Inclusive Learning Team on a Tuesday and 
teaching in 3K on a Wednesday.She is a qualified Primary School educator and has had over 10 
years of experience in a range of year levels. As an educator, Kelly strives to create a supportive 
learning environment where all children are happy, engaged and are being challenged at an 
optimal level for them. Kelly is very excited to begin her sixth year teaching at Mango Hill State 
School.  
 
 

Lauren Whitta   3L lwhit214@eq.edu.au 

 

Lauren is looking forward to joining the Year 3 teaching team at Mango Hill State School in 2023. 
She is an experienced teacher who has had the opportunity of working in both very small and very 
large schools, teaching in the middle and upper years. Lauren believes that strong relationships are 
the core to success in every classroom. She creates a learning environment where all students feel 
safe, accepted and know that they play an important role in the learning community. Lauren 
maintains high expectations while supporting students to reach their goals.  
 
 
 

Monique McGuire  3M mmcgu66@eq.edu.au 
  Monique is excited for her first year teaching Year 3 at Mango Hill State School. This will be her 

fourth year teaching with Education Queensland. She has been teaching in Toogoolawah for the 
past 3 years. Monique is passionate about building relationships with her students as she believes 
that builds a foundation for their growth and success. She has high expectations of all her 
students and encourages them to do their very best at all times. Monique creates a safe and 
supportive learning environment that welcomes all students to learn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katelyn Shananhan 3S knsha0@eq.edu.au 

 

Katelyn is thrilled to be teaching the Year 3 team again in 2023. She will be entering her fifth-year 
teaching, and her second year at Mango Hill State School. Katelyn completed her Bachelor of 
Primary Education at Queensland’s University of Technology (QUT) in early 2019. She was born in 
Mt Isa but has resided in Brisbane most of her life. Katelyn has previously taught multi-aged 
classes for 3 years in Central Queensland, Blackwater spaning from years 1-3 and 5-6. She is a 
proud Aboriginal woman and is passionate about bringing culture into the classroom. Katelyn 
strives to build positive and supportive relationships with the whole community. She believes in 
creating an environment that supports the learning as well as the whole student. 

 

Anita Fitzpatrick  3T- Monday and Tuesday  axfit2@eq.edu.au 

 

Anita is excited to be in the Year 3 team again in 2023. She graduated from QUT in 2013 and has 
loved her journey as a teacher over the past 9 years. Anita is passionate about delivering learning 
experiences which excite and engage the students in her class. She enjoys creating supportive and 
fun learning environments that foster both independent and collaborative learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tanya Skewes 3T- Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  tskew5@eq.edu.au 

 

Tanya is entering her fifteenth year as a classroom teacher with Education Queensland. Since 
completing her Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood) degree with the Queensland University of 
Technology, Tanya has taught in the early years classrooms. She is passionate about teaching and 
highly values building a safe and supportive classroom culture. In this environment students are 
able to take risks in their learning and challenge themselves to set and achieve their goals. She 
understands the value of bringing fun and creativity into the learning process, to help build 
students’ confidence. Tanya welcomes collaborative partnerships with families to ensure the needs 
of all students are met. 

Lisa Whittam 3W ljwhi5@eq.edu.au 

 

Lisa is excited to continue to be part of the Year 3 teaching team for 2023. She completed a 
Bachelor of Education (P-12) and a Master of Education – Learning Intervention in Victoria and 
has worked as a Classroom Teacher for many years. Lisa views learning as a journey and enjoys 
encouraging students to try their best while celebrating student progress and achievement 
through positive reinforcement. Lisa is passionate about student engagement, inclusion and 
ensuring all students reach their full potential while also having fun along the way. 
 
 
 
 

Nada Tanner  Year 3 ILT- Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday 

locon34@eq.edu.au 

 

Nada is delighted to be part of the Mango Hill State School team. She started her teaching journey 
in New South Wales and has moved to Brisbane within the past 12 months. Nada has a Bachelor 
of Education in Primary Education from the University of Western Sydney, Nepean. She is an 
experienced Assistant Principal, Classroom Teacher and Learning and Support Teacher. Nada is 
keen to build relationships within the school community. She thrives on teamwork and working 
collaboratively with a goal that every student can succeed with clear and focused learning 
purpose, intention and success criteria. She is passionate about providing opportunities for all 
students to achieve their goals. In her free time, Nada enjoys spending time with her family 
exploring new surroundings. 
 
 

 

Year Four Team 

Anita Baker   4B – Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday aabak0@eq.edu.au 

 

Anita is excited to continue working in year 4 in 2023. In 2020 she completed a Bachelor of 
Education (Early Childhood) from QUT. At MHSS she has had the opportunity to work across all 
year levels and get to know many students and their families. She is committed to creating a safe, 
supportive and stimulating classroom environment where students take measured risks in their 
learning and grow in confidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kerri-Anne Humphreys  4B- Monday and 4O - Tuesday ktmca0@eq.edu.au 

 

Kerri-Anne is excited to be joining the Mango Hill State School community for 2023. Having 
graduated at James Cook University in mid-2013 with a Bachelor of Primary PE, Kerri-Anne lived 
and taught in Townsville and Magnetic Island for 10 years. She has taught various year levels 
during this time however enjoys working in the middle years. Kerri-Anne is passionate in helping 
students reach their personal and learning goals in a safe, supportive and engaging learning 
environment. She looks forward to working with the Year 4 team this year.  

 
 
 

Mel Edwards  4E mbark100@eq.edu.au 

 

Mel is delighted to be teaching Year 4 at Mango Hill State School in 2023. This will be her third year 
at our school and in her teaching career. Mel is enthusiastic about implementing quality 
experiences to students to support their emotional, social, physical and academic growth. She is 
committed to building engaging, positive relationships with students and working collaboratively 
with their families and her colleagues. Mel is passionate about ensuring that each student has the 
opportunity to maximise their individual potential while building independence and confidence 
within the learning environment.  
 
 
 

Megan Goodall 4G mgood180@eq.edu.au 

 

Megan is excited to be part of the Year 4 team again at Mango Hill in 2023! This is Megan’s fourth 
year at Mango Hill and her twelfth year of teaching. Megan has qualifications in Early, Primary 
and Middle Years education and enjoys building strong relationships with the students and 
families in her class. She is passionate about delivering exciting and engaging learning experiences 
in the classroom! 
 
 
 
 

Annie Haworth  4H ahawo5@eq.edu.au 

 

Annie is excited to be part of TEAM MANGO again for 2023. She is entering her sixteenth year of 
teaching after studying at the Central Queensland University in Noosa majoring in Early 
Childhood. Annie began her teaching degree teaching Prep on the Sunshine Coast before 
completing her country service in the South West district teaching in a two-teacher school. She 
transferred to the Moreton District and has taught on the beautiful Redcliffe Peninsula teaching 
Years one to four. Annie believes that all children are life-long learners and feels the best part of 
her job is when children feel valued and achieve their goals. Outside of the classroom Annie loves 
spending time with her two dogs, reading, listening to music and drinking good coffee.  
 
 

Jessica Scott 4J jxco8@eq.edu.au 

 

Jessica is thrilled to be teaching Year 4J for the 2023 school year at Mango Hill State School. After 
completing her Education degree at Central Queensland University she has taught in a range of year 
levels in Brisbane and has recently returned from an International Teaching opportunity in 
Singapore. Jessica thoroughly enjoys teaching students in the middle primary years, fostering a 
sense of wonder and excitement in their learning. She believes in creating a welcoming and safe 
environment for students to learn, grow, explore and take risks. Jessica encourages exploration of 
academic concepts by making connections to real life and the world around us. Jessica is excited to 
be apart of the Mango Hill team! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kelly McGuinness 4M kmcgu50@eq.edu.au 

 

Kelly McGuinness is excited and grateful to be joining the Mango Hill State School community as a 
Year 4 teacher in 2023. She is a senior teacher with 11 years experience teaching in lower and 
middle primary school. Kelly is passionate about creating a fun, calm and challenging learning 
environment where all students feel valued and engaged and celebrate each other’s 
achievements. She is committed to upholding high expectations and encourages her learners to 
strive for personal excellence. Kelly is looking forward to fostering positive relationships with the 
students, families and staff at Mango Hill.  
 

Kris Olsen  4O – Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  kolse55@eq.edu.au 

 

Kris is delighted to be continuing on Year 4 in 2023. He started his teaching career at Mango Hill 
State School in 2017, teaching Year 2 for two years. He then completed his country service in Far 
North Queensland. During this time, Kris worked as Year 3 and Year 6 classroom teacher along 
with the Head of Learning position at the Northern Peninsula Area State College in Bamaga. He is 
a caring and calm natured teacher that enjoys building connections with students, parents and 
the wider community to ensure all children reach their potential.  

 
 
 
 

Harry Smith 4S hdono29@eq.edu.au 

 

Harry is excited to be joining the Year 4 team at Mango Hill State School. He recently completed a 
Bachelor of Education (Primary) at Queensland University of Technology. Harry is a 
compassionate teacher, who places a huge emphasis on fostering a strong rapport with his 
students and their families. By being in tune with his students’, he aims to support inclusive 
student participation and engagement through exciting curriculum activities that challenge 
students to use many realms of thinking. Harry wants to encourage his students to express their 
creative capacities, to practice productive failure and to become individuals who display 
teamwork, resilience, and empathy. Harry believes these skills are crucial in laying the 
foundations needed for his students in their everchanging lives beyond the classroom.  

Zelina Thomson 4T zltho0@eq.edu.au 

 

Zelina is excited to be joining the Mango Hill SS year 4 team again in 2023 and is excited to get to 
know her new students and families. She graduated from Central Queensland University in 
Bundaberg with a Bachelor of Learning Management (Early Childhood) in 2012. Zelina has taught 
kindergarten in Bundaberg and in Doomadgee before moving to Townsville where she taught 
prep, year 2 and year 4 for six years before joining the year 4 team at Mango Hill in 2022. She 
creates open, welcoming classrooms where every student feels safe, valued and able to achieve 
their best. 
 
 

Lauren O’Connor  Year 4 ILT locon34@eq.edu.au 

 

Lauren is an Experienced Senior Teacher who is excited to continue in her role at Mango Hill SS as 
an Inclusive Learning Teacher. Lauren has worked in a variety of roles throughout her 20-year 
career: Classroom Teacher, Positive Behaviour for Learning Coach, Pedagogical Coach, acting 
Deputy positions and Learning Support. She is passionate about empowering every learner to 
reach their potential and is looking forward to working in partnership with parents and colleagues 
in 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year Five Team 

Billie Stanley  5B basta1@eq.edu.au 

 

Billie is very eager to be joining the Mango Hill State School team in 2023. She graduated from the 
University of South Australia in 2021 with a Bachelor of Education (primary/middle). Billie 
completed her first year of teaching in an upper primary class in a small country school in in the 
Mid North region of SA. She prides herself on her zealous and positive nature that promotes strong 
working relationships with students and families. Billie is excited to foster a classroom culture that 
is safe and creates a sense of belonging for all students, to ensure the wellbeing of each individual. 
 

Jody Carlsson  5C jxcar18@eq.edu.au 

 

Jody is excited to be teaching at Mango Hill State School for another year. She completed her 
Masters of Teaching (Primary) at Queensland University of Technology in 2019 and joined the 
Mango Hill team.  Jody is passionate about her role in the educational journey of her students 
and encourages a growth mindset in order for each child to be the best that they can be. She 
enjoys fostering a love of learning through engaging and collaborative learning opportunities, 
whilst working alongside families to support the social, emotional and academic growth of 
each student. 

Megan Faulkner   5F mfaul17@eq.edu.au 

 

Megan is excited to be joining the Mango Hill Community and Year 5 team in 2023. She graduated 
with a Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood and Primary) in 2000 and has spent the past 20+ 
years teaching in a variety of schools in London, Townsville and on the Redcliffe Peninsula. 
Throughout her teaching career, Megan has taught Years 1 to 7 and believes all students have the 
potential to achieve great things within a safe and supportive learning environment. She is 
passionate about building and fostering positive relationships between teachers, students and 
families and encouraging students love of learning. 
 
 
 
 

Ben Goulding  5G- Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday bpgou0@eq.edu.au 

 

Ben is excited to be entering his second year at Mango Hill State School in 2023. Ben completed a 
Bachelors of Education (Primary) at the Queensland University of Technology in 2017 and has a 
keen interest in all curriculum areas, especially maths and science. In 2018, Ben completed his 
first year teaching in a rural town in South-West Queensland, before joining the department 
permanently at Balaclava State School in Cairns from 2019 to 2021. In 2022, Ben made the move 
back home to Brisbane and joined team Mango. Ben is passionate about creating a safe and 
supportive learning environment where students are encouraged to explore areas of uncertainty 
and not be afraid to “give it go”. He is also very enthusiastic about including parents and carers in 
the education of their children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Peta Fishburn  5G- Wednesday and 5P- Monday and Friday pfish13@eq.edu.au 

 

Peta is enthusiastic to be joining the Year 5 team in 2023.  She has been part of the Mango Hill 
team since 2013. With 20 years experience, Peta has had a variety of roles such as class teacher, 
sector support roles, student engagement teacher and was part of the Inclusive learning team in 
2021. In 2022 she joined the Year 4 team after returning from maternity leave.  She is excited to 
be following this cohort up to Year 5, teaching in 5P and 5G.  Peta is passionate about providing 
an inclusive environment where every student can feel confident, be engaged and reach their full 
potential. 
 
 

Jenna Langman  5J jllan0@eq.edu.au 

  

Jenna is humbled to be starting her sixth year of teaching at Mango Hill SS. Jenna is appreciative 
and grateful for the supportive and encouraging environment which Mango Hill State School 
provides for all students, teachers and caregivers of the community. She is committed and 
delighted to be teaching such an extensive curriculum to such young, mouldable minds. 

Amongst other passions, Jenna is enthusiastic about supporting and motivating children to achieve 
holistic greatness. She is a consistent, fair and loving educator who is passionate about her career 
path and purpose in education.   

Some of the extracurricular activities of which Jenna enjoys include spending quality time with 
loved ones, playing many different sports like tennis and swimming, and finding fulfilment serving 
and connecting with her local church community. 

Junine Leonard  5L jxleo1@eq.edu.au 

 

Junine has been teaching since 2015 and is enthusiastic to be teaching year 5 for the second year 
at Mango Hill State School in 2023. Over the past seven years she has had the opportunity to 
develop and refine her teaching skills in rural and eastern Queensland schools, including the 
private and public sectors. She encourages her students to be the best version of themselves as 
they develop their knowledge and understandings of the world around them. Her learning 
environment is built on positive connections in safe and supportive learning environment.  
 
 

Brooke Pearce 5P- Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday bcupi11@eq.edu.au 

  

Brooke is looking forward to another year of teaching at Mango Hill State School. She completed 
her Bachelor of Primary Education in 2013 and her Master of Education in Leadership and 
Management in 2019. Throughout her years of teaching, Brooke has taught grade 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. 
Creating a safe and supportive learning environment is a priority for Brooke and she takes joy in 
creating a positive classroom culture. 

 

 

Steph Curran 5S scurr95@eq.edu.au 

 

Steph is excited to be entering her sixth year of teaching at Mango Hill State School. She is grateful 
for the opportunity to be a part of such a wonderful and supportive school and its community. 
Steph graduated from The University of Queensland in 2013 with a Bachelor of Education and is 
currently studying her Masters. She spent four years teaching in rural Queensland and has nine 
years of primary teaching experience. Steph is passionate about being able to provide students with 
the opportunity to become enthusiastic lifelong learners. She believes it is essential to embrace a 
positive classroom environment where each student feels safe and supported in their learning 
journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Caitlyn Turnbull  5T cturn370@eq.edu.au 

 

Caitlyn is delighted to be teaching year 5 in 2022. This will be her 5th year teaching at Mango Hill 
S.S. Caitlyn is a qualified primary educator, after graduating from the Queensland University of 
Technology with a Bachelor of Education 
Caitlyn is enthusiastic about providing students with engaging and hands on learning experiences. 
She prides herself on creating a positive learning environment where all students feel safe, 
supported and have a genuine feeling of belonging. This year Caitlyn is excited about teaching and 
hopes to inspire students and give them the confidence to achieve their goals.  
 
 

David Vlieg  5V dvlie1@eq.edu.au 

 

David is delighted to be teaching Year 5 in 2023. He started his teaching career working in Far 
North Queensland and then at Humpybong SS before starting at Mango Hill State School in 2012. 
During his teaching career David has worked as a teacher in grades ranging from Year 3 to Year 7.  
In 2022, David taught year 6 and this year is looking forward to working with our year 5 cohort. He 
is a passionate and caring teacher who believes that strong connections create a sense of well-
being.  This leads to creating an environment where all students can reach their potential through 
engaging learning experiences.  
 
 
 

Year Six Team 
Sue Baker  6B- Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday sbake17@eq.edu.au 

 

Sue is excited to be teaching year 6 again at Mango Hill SS. She has been teaching for over thirty 
years, beginning her career in Sydney, NSW, before moving to Brisbane. This will be her ninth year 
at the school and her seventh year on this grade level. Sue has had the opportunity to experience 
learning in a wide variety of situations and has worked with students from kindergarten up to year 
ten. She was also fortunate to be a member of the Behaviour Support Team based at Murrumba 
Regional Office for five years. Sue returned to the classroom as she missed having her own class 
and working with students. With an engaging and challenging curriculum, an innovative learning 
environment and a supportive school community, Sue encourages and supports students to explore 
and achieve the best they can be. 
 

Callum Lisha                                          6B- Friday clish2@eq.edu.au 

 

Callum has been teaching for 11 years in primary school. He completed eight years of rural service 
in Mount Isa and is passionate about building positive working relationships with both students 
and parents. Throughout his teaching career, he has taken on a variety of roles which include 
STEM teacher, PE teacher, coaching, classroom teaching, mentoring and running a range of lunch 
time clubs. He is enthusiastic about technology and its potential to enhance learning experiences. 
 
 
 
 

Steph Drummond                                         6D- Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday sdrum28@eq.edu.au 

 

Steph is excited to be entering her 9th year teaching at Mango Hill State School and is delighted to 
be teaching Year 6 this year. She completed her Bachelor of Education in 2011 with minors in 
Children’s Literature and Media Studies at QUT. Steph is passionate about creating a safe and 
supportive classroom where all students can access quality learning by promoting positivity and 
critical and creative thinking. She implements inquiry-based learning experiences for the students, 
encouraging them to explore and question the world around them. Steph is committed to giving 
students challenging and engaging curriculum activities to help all achieve their goals 
 
 
 
 
 



Sophie Petrovic                                          6D- Monday and 6L- Tuesday spetr49@eq.edu.au 

 

Sophie studied a Bachelor of Creative Industries, Majoring in Creative Writing and Journalism, 
before going on to study a Graduate Diploma in Education.  She has been teaching for 14 years. 
Sophie’s teaching career so far has been an adventure.  She has taught primary school at the 
School of Distance Education in Charleville, in a small indigenous community in Hope Vale, at an 
Aboriginal Australian Academy in Cooktown and more recently as a secondary English and 
Humanities at Redcliffe State High School. Sophie is passionate about all aspects of teaching, 
particularly literacy.  She loves to share her love of writing with students.  Sophie believes that in 
order to succeed, students must feel valued, supported and respected.  She is excited to join the 
team at Mango Hill State School, and looks forward to building relationships with students and 
parents, and working together to achieve the best possible learning outcomes for all students. 

Emma Hutton 6H ekhut0@eq.edu.au 

 

Emma is delighted to be teaching Year Six this year after starting at Mango Hill in 2018. She is a 
qualified Primary educator after graduating from Australian Catholic University with a Bachelor of 
Education. With seven years teaching experience, Emma creates an inclusive learning 
environment where each student is able to reach their full potential.  Her classroom is a place for 
each student to grow and learn in a collaborative and creative setting. Emma is very excited to 
start her sixth year at Mango Hill in Year 6.  
 
 
 

Libby Vafiopulous     6L- Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday  lvafi1@eq.edu.au 

 

It is with great excitement that Libby is joining the Mango Hill team in 2023. With over 16 years of 
teaching experience, Libby has taught almost all year levels of primary school. She has a passion 
for creating a safe and supportive learning environment where students can grow and develop 
themselves as individuals. Libby encourages all students to become lifelong learners and fosters a 
culture of belonging and acceptance. She enjoys building strong relationships with the students 
and their families. 
 
 
 

Kurt McGregor 6M kmcgr177@wq.edu.au 

 

Kurt is ecstatic to be re-joining the Mango Hill State School team this year. He has been teaching 
since 2021 as a relief teacher in Adelaide, South Australia and recently moved back to Queensland 
with his young family. Kurt is enthusiastic about building positive relationships with students and 
providing them with enriching experiences to support their wellbeing, academic growth and 
development. He is passionate about ensuring that each student has the opportunity to reach 
their individual potential by providing a highly engaging and safe environment to learn and grow 
together. 
 
 
 

Karen Robinson  6R kmrob1@eq.edu.au 

 

Karen is delighted to be teaching Year Six again this year. This will be her sixth year at 

Mango Hill SS, and she excited to be working with such a professional and dedicated 

team of educators.  

Karen believes in fostering a supportive inclusive learning environment where students feel 

valued and respected. Karen is passionate about delivering learning experiences that not 

only excite and engage her students, but challenge them to be the best that they can be. 

Outside of the classroom, Karen enjoys reading, eating out and spending time with her 

family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stevie-Lee Vos   6V sxsta95@eq.edu.au 

 

Stevie-lee is very excited to be teaching year 6 at Mango Hill State School in 2023. She has a 
Bachelor of Primary Education along with eight years teaching experience. She enjoys teaching 
the upper year levels as she finds it very rewarding. Stevie-lee has a passion for mathematics and 
writing. She is committed to teaching the curriculum in an enriching and engaging way which 
provides each student with the opportunity to succeed. She also enjoys helping her students 
ignite a passion for learning and assisting them to explore, discover, learn and grow. 

 

 
 
 

Joel White   6W jawhi4@eq.edu.au 

 

Joel considers it an absolute privilege to be teaching Year 6 for his 4th year as part of the Mango 
Hill Team in 2023. With over 20 years in Education, he has had many amazing opportunities to 
effect positive change in young peoples’ lives and the wider school community.  Throughout his 
career, he has taught all primary grades within team teaching, multi-grade and single grade class 
scenarios as well as being a teaching principal, physical education teacher and Primary Sports 
Coordinator. As an educator, he is passionate about creating a positive and effective learning 
environment that provides all students with the opportunities to develop the skills and knowledge 
needed to be their best and have lifelong success. He is looking forward to another great year in 
2023! 

Natalie Bliesner  Year 6 ILT nblie1@eq.edu.au 

 

Natalie is looking forward to joining the Inclusive Learning Team. Natalie has been teaching since 

1993 in a range of roles including classroom teacher and tutoring. During this time, Natalie has 

taught in both private and public settings from Kindergarten to year 5. She has worked within the 

Education Department since 2001. Natalie creates a safe supportive environment where students 

are encouraged to work towards individual learning goals. Students succeeding is what makes her 

career as an educator so rewarding. 

 

 

 

 

Specialist Teachers 

Suzie McEvoy Student Engagement Teacher swill389@eq.edu.au 

 

Suzanne is looking forward to being part of the Mango Hill State School Team again this year and is 
enthusiastic about returning to the Student Engagement Teacher role in 2023.  She is an 
experienced classroom teacher and believes that each child is a unique individual who needs a 
secure, caring and stimulating atmosphere in which to grow socially, emotionally and academically. 
 
 
 
 
 

Kara Gough  Student Engagement Teacher kdixo51@eq.edu.au 

 

Kara is excited about continuing in a Student Engagement Teacher role in 2023 at Mango Hill SS. 
She is an experienced classroom teacher in the early years but has moved across to student 
engagement in 2020. Kara is motivated to use her knowledge and experience to support students 
in this role. She is committed to supporting students to be engaged in their academic and social 
learning.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Emily Aslin STEM Teacher easli2@eq.edu.au 

 

This is Emily’s second year at Mango Hill, and she is very excited to continue as a STEM Specialist 
teacher. Coming from a background of high school science, math, and technology, Emily has 
taught here in Brisbane as well as in London. She loves helping students explore the world around 
them, understanding the why and how of science and technology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Hills  STEM Teacher sgree243@eq.edu.au 

 

Sarah is very excited to teach STEM this year. Sarah has a Bachelor of Education (Primary) and has 
taught in Brisbane and Central Queensland for the last 15 years. Sarah is committed to the 
development and achievement of all students at Mango Hill both socially and academically. Sarah 
loves meeting new families and is very excited to work closely with the school community in 2023 
to ensure the best possible outcomes for our children. 

 
 
 
 

Kelly Koch                                                                                                       STEM Teacher kkoch4@eq.edu.au 

 

Kelly is a Senior Teacher with 20 years of teaching experience. This has included teaching in the 
Atlanta Public School System in Georgia, US, and spending time in Africa volunteering in remote 
villages. Her teaching career has been primarily in grades 4 – 6 on class, Learning Support and 
STEM, and she has been at Mango Hill SS since 2014. Kelly is excited to be on the STEM team 
again in 2023, looking forward to introducing students to new Technologies and Scientific 
exploration. 
 
 
 

Michelle Burris STEM Teacher  mburr9@eq.edu.au 
 Michelle is excited to be teaching STEM again this year. With over 25 years teaching experience, 

Michelle is still an avid learner herself and hopes to provide experiences that excite and engage the 
students in her classes. She implements hands-on learning experiences and inquiry-based teaching, 
encouraging students to question and explore the world around them. This year Michelle is excited 
to promote creative thinking and problem solving in the classroom, asking students to be 
innovative, imaginative and collaborative. 

Teresa Verster Italian Teacher txver0@eq.edu.au 

 

Theresa is very excited to be teaching Italian next year. She has a great passion for teaching and 
strives to engage a love of learning in all her students. Theresa is passionate about collaborative 
learning and building strong relationships with the children and parents. She values working 
together to develop confident and independent learners. Theresa is enthusiastic to start 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 

Alicia Victor Italian Teacher airwi40@eq.edu.au 

 

Alicia is delighted to be joining Mango Hill State School again in 2023 as Italian Teacher. Alicia has 
worked in both mainstream and languages education classes and has experience working across 
all primary year levels. Alicia is eager to share her passion and knowledge of the Italian language 
with all her students and is looking forward to a fun and exciting year ahead.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shona McEvoy Italian Teacher smcev13@eq.edu.au 

 

Shona McEvoy has been a part of the Mango Hill School Community since 2017. She has taught in 
a range of roles and schools over Queensland for the past 20 years. She particularly loves working 
with children in the early years and supporting them in their learning journey. She is excited to work 
together with students and their families to help each child grow and achieve their goals in 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nick Hills  PE Teacher  nhill96@eq.edu.au 

 

Nick will be teaching P.E. at MHSS for his 10th year in 2023. Nick has a love of sports and teaching 
physical education and tries to convey to students the importance of sport in both their physical 
and social development. Nick has a total of 12 years teaching experience in physical education, 
previously teaching at the indigenous school of Woorabinda in Central QLD for 3 years before 
calling Mango Hill home. Nick is excited to continue coordinating the opportunities for students at 
MHSS which include P.E. lessons, Cross Country, Athletics Carnival, Swimming Carnival, AFLQ 
Schools Cup and Interschool Sport Days as well as many other interschool sports competitions.  
 
 
 

Tyson Newell  PE Teacher  tnewe20@eq.edu.au 

  

Tyson is excited to be returning to teach PE for his fifth year at Mango Hill SS. He is a sports fanatic 
who loves teaching, watching, playing and talking about all sports. Tyson completed his Bachelor of 
Education at Griffith University and specialised in Health and Physical Education. Throughout his 
twelve years of teaching PE, Tyson has taught across both primary and secondary year levels, 
however it is the primary aged students that he loves teaching. Tyson is an extremely passionate 
Physical Education teacher that has a strong focus on building a positive rapport with students.  
 
 
 
 
 

Connie Richards PE Teacher clric0@eq.edu.au 

 

Connie is excited to be part of the PE team at Mango Hill SS again in 2023. She is an enthusiastic 
physical educator who completed her Bachelor of Physical Education (Applied Science) Degree at 
RMIT University. She has worked as both a Classroom Teacher and a PE Teacher with Education 
Queensland for 9 years. Connie loves teaching as a Primary Specialist PE Teacher. She loves 
building a positive rapport with students across all grades amongst the school and helping 
students to develop their social, emotional, physical and cognitive skills that set them up for life 
from Physical Education. 

 
 

Callum Lisha PE Teacher clish2@eq.edu.au 

 

Callum has been teaching for 11 years in primary school and is in his second year of 
teaching physical education. He completed eight years of rural service in Mount Isa and 
is passionate about building positive working relationships with both students and 
parents. Throughout his teaching career, he has taken on a variety of roles which include 
STEM teacher, coaching, classroom teaching, mentoring and running a range of lunch 
time clubs. He is enthusiastic about technology and its potiential to enhance learning 
experiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Glenda Kostoglou Dance & Drama Teacher gkost1@eq.edu.au 

 

Glenda is thrilled to be teaching dance to many students at Mango Hill State School.  She began 
teaching in 1994 and over the years, she has been a class teacher and a performing arts specialist.   
She has directed many award winning teams for events such as the Magical Minerals Rock 
Eisteddfod, JRock, Wakakirri and dance eisteddfods.  In 2018, the Mango Hill S.S Wakakirri team 
won nationally out of 240 schools!  Glenda also loves being able to give extra opportunities to every 
student by providing lunchtime dance clubs, teams and concert performances.  She believes that 
performing arts helps all students to develop physically, emotionally, socially and cognitively.  She 
hopes that all the students have fun in her programs and they create wonderful memories that last 
forever. 
 

Janet Almond Music Teacher jmalm0@eq.edu.au 

 

Janet is excited to continue being part of the Mango Hill team in 2023 teaching Music. She has over 
20 years teaching experience in a variety of roles including 8 years in London, 4 years in Melbourne 
and 3 years as the music teacher for Dayboro State School.  Janet has completed her third year at 
Mango Hill SS and looking forward to 2023. Janet’s passion is making music fun and enjoyable for 
her students and choirs by encouraging active participation and providing a positive environment 
for every student to flourish. 
 
 
 
 

Claire Morrell  Dance & Music Teacher clmor0@eq.edu.au 

 

Claire has been in her role as a Music and Performing Arts Teacher at Mango Hill State School 
since 2019. Alongside this she has also been a Class Teacher and is excited to be continuing these 
roles in 2023. She completed her Bachelor of Arts and two teaching qualifications in the UK and 
has taught for 20 years in a number of schools. She gained wider experience as a Manager of 
School Coding Camps and as an Education Consultant.  She has a breadth of experience across the 
age range and enjoys spending each day making a difference to our young people. 
 
 
 
 

Malcolm James Instrumental Music Teacher mjame38@eq.edu.au 

  

Malcolm completed his training in music and education at The University of Queensland in 1999 
and has been an instrumental music teacher with Education Queensland ever since.  He’s had a 
variety of teaching experiences including coordinating, teaching and conducting, what was at the 
time, the only School of Distance Education Concert Band in Australia. The Cairns School of Distance 
concert band were State Finalists in “Showcase – Awards for Education Excellence” and Malcolm 
won the Australasian Distance Education Schools Achievement Award for that program.  The Cairns 
SDE Concert Band performed for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on her 2002 Visit to Australia. In 
2018 Malcolm accepted a position as Instrumental Music Coordinator at North Lakes State College.  
When not at work, Malcolm likes to support community music.  He is the principal Euphonium 
player with “Queensland Wind and Brass” and the Musical Director of the “Second Wind 
Community Concert Band”.  As a Mango Hill local for 12 years, Malcolm can often be seen riding 
his bicycle around the many roads and bike tracks in the Mango Hill and surrounding areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Emma Nicolopoulos Instrumental Music Teacher  gjbar3@eq.edu.au 

 

Emma is excited to be returning to Mango Hill SS in 2023. She has a passion for music and has been 
playing music since she was 6 years old and has been teaching now for 18 years. She holds a 
Bachelor of Music (majoring in classical piano) and Bachelor of Education from the Conservatorium 
of Music/Griffith University. Emma began her teaching career at Redcliffe SHS as the junior and 
senior classroom music teacher. Working closely with the instrumental music teacher, she 
implemented the Accelerated Music Program (AMP) which tailored specific music classes for 
students in the instrumental music program. After several years in this role and coordinating the 
music department, Emma transitioned fully from classroom teaching to instrumental teaching at 
the same school where she remained up until 2020. She is delighted to be working alongside Alena 
and Malcolm and is looking forward to teaching the Mango musicians of the future. 

Alena Bogdan  Instrumental Music Teacher axbog1@eq.edu.au 

 

Alena Bogdan has studied and performed extensively in her home country Belarus and also 
throughout the Europe. She began playing violin at the age of seven and learning piano at nine. 
While still studying at the Belarusian State University, she began working with the superb 
Belarusian State Dance Company "Khoroshki" as the principal violinist, touring throughout 
Europe, Scandinavia and Russia. In 2000 Alena became a recipient of a major scholarship at the 
Wesley Institute for Ministry and the Arts in Sydney, where she studied under prominent 
American violinist and teacher Dr David Johnston. Since then she has had a variety of educational 
experiences including conducting, coordinating and teaching strings at Fort Street High School in 
Sydney, Grace Lutheran College in Rothwell and various schools on the Sunshine Coast. Alena has 
a wide range of orchestral experience including the Sydney Sinfonietta, Wesley International 
Chamber Orchestra, East-West Philharmonic Orchestra and ICEJ International Orchestra in 
Jerusalem.  When not at work she enjoys gardening, reading and traveling. She likes to spend her 
spare time with her husband and two children.  Her daughter is playing violin and alto saxophone 
and her son is learning piano and clarinet. 

Sundaram Angammah 
Sevasamy 

Local Relieving Teacher (LRT) sxang0@eq.edu.au 

 

Sundaram is delighted to work at Mango Hill Sate School in 2023. He started his teaching career in 

1992 in Singapore. He widened his teaching and leadership experience in various primary schools 

before moving over to Australia. Sundaram is  passionate about education and believes in providing 

opportunities for students to achieve their potential. He strongly believes in the holistic 

development of each child and the important role that stakeholders play in preparing the younger 

generation for the future. Sundaram is looking forward to working with the Mango Hill community.  

 

 

 

Shannon White   Local Relieving Teacher (LRT) swhit628@eq.edu.au 

 

Shannon is very excited to be teaching at Mango Hill State School in 2023. She completed her 
Bachelor of Education (Special Education) in 2018 and began teaching at Mango Hill State School in 
2021, in a DRT postion. Previously Shannon has worked in a variety of positions including classroom 
teacher, learning support and special education at a variety of different schools. She is committed 
to providing all students with the support they need to succeed and reach their full potential. By 
working together with both staff and students Shannon aims to create engaging and meaningful 
learning experiences that ensure all students can participate in the curriculum and achieve success.  
 
 
 

 


